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Elect the President by Direct Popular Vote
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A group of 538 people
(electors) who elect the
President and Vice
President of the US

Each state has a number of
electors equal to their
number of seats in the
US House and Senate

What is the Electoral College?

State legislatures decide
how their state will choose
electors

All currently use a popular
vote within their state

A majority (270 electoral
votes) is needed to win
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“The League of Women Voters of the United
States believes that the direct-popular-vote
method for electing the President and Vice
President is essential to representative
government. The League of Women Voters
believes, therefore, that the Electoral College
should be abolished.”

Position on Selection of the President,
announced by National Board, January 1970
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“We support the use of the National Popular
Vote Compact as one acceptable way to
achieve the goal of the direct popular vote for
election of the president until the abolition of
the Electoral College is accomplished.”

Added to Position on Selection of the President,
LWV Convention, June 2010
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What’s Wrong with the
Electoral College?

And How a Direct Popular Vote for President
Solves These Problems
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The Electoral College was created in 1787
for slaveholders in the south

A compromise to give Southern states more power in Presidential
elections based on counting enslaved people as “3/5” of a free person.

m Enslaved Persons ® Free Persons

1,792,710 1,845,169 "[t seems now to be pretty well
understood that the real difference
of interests lies not between the
large and small but between the

1,795,928 northern and southern states. The
49,241 institution of slavery and its
consequences form the line of
discrimination.”

1,160,117

5 Southern States 8 Northern States

James Madison, July 14, 1787

Lu (source: National Archives)
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Data Source: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/1793/dec/number-of-persons.html o



The Electoral College Ushered in the Jim
Crow Era (1877 — 1964)

After slavery was abolished, the 1876 election traded the civil rights of
Black Americans to allow Rutherford B. Hayes (who lost the popular
vote) to become President.

/ Reconstruction Erem Jim Crow Era

1865-1877 1877 — 1964
Electoral o WAITING ROOM

College SN 0R COLORED ONLY,

Failure - @
1876 —_ 77 i I’MI EeDEPT.

Image source: Wikimedia Commons, Shutterstock.com



The Electoral College continues to
suppress the voices of Black Americans

ELECTORAL COLLEGE DIRECT POPULAR VOTE
» States with higher Black « Every voter counts as one vote,
populations tend to have less regardless of race or any other
power in the Electoral College, demographic identity.

while states with higher white
populations tend to have more.

Population Per Electoral Vote

States more than 85% White 398,887
States more than 15% Black 644,656

“[An] analysis of every election from 2000
on indicates the Electoral College has

*DC not included consistently awarded more votes per capita
to states with Whiter populations...”

William Blake, “The Overlooked Racial
Lu Dynamics of the Electoral College”
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Data Source: US Census 2020 8



Electoral College Turns Losers into
Winners

ELECTORAL COLLEGE DIRECT POPULAR VOTE
 Allows a candidate with fewer » Ensures that the candidate with
votes from the people to win the the most votes from the people
Presidency. becomes the President.
Popular Vote %
48.2% 0 9% 50-4%  49.6% | 5LO% 4859
A 43.4% . 42.9%

32.1%

Hillary Donald Al Gore  George W.| Grover Benjamin | Samuel Rutherford| Andrew John Quincy
Clinton Trump* Bush* Cleveland Harrison*® Tilden Hayes* Jackson Adams*

2016 2000 1888 1876 1824

* Elected via Electoral College

Data Source: Federal Elections Commission



Electoral College Makes Some Votes
Count More Others

ELECTORAL COLLEGE DIRECT POPULAR VOTE
* One person’s vote carries more or * One person = one vote, no matter
less weight depending where they where you live.
live.

Population 576,000 21,538,000
Electoral Votes 3 29
Population per GGG GG ' {
Electoral Vote 92, 743, | A

LWL .
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Data Sources: 2020 Census



Electoral College Means Only a Few
Swing States Matter

ELECTORAL COLLEGE DIRECT POPULAR VOTE

» Focuses candidates’ time, money, * Increase our access to candidates
and policy on a handful of “swing” and widen the geographic scope of
states. Most states are completely their campaigns.
ignored.

Swing States 2020

13 Swing States

% of all US states 25%

% of US population 40%

% of Presidential
Campaign Events

% of Presidential TV
ad spending

Top 6 Swing
Next 7 Swing
S
© z 7
S \
)
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Data Sources: NPR and Fair Vote

98%

100%




Electoral College Discourages Voter
Participation

ELECTORAL COLLEGE DIRECT POPULAR VOTE
 The Electoral College * Increase voter turnout and
decreases voter turnout in so- participation by making every
called “safe” states. vote count — and count equally.

% of Eligible Voters Who Voted

(M = millions of votes)

. 00 P 22M votes
66% P 15M votes 7270 66%
59%
2016 Voter Turnout 2020 Voter Turnout

L ' m Swing States* Safe States
*Swing states based on Politico reporting 12

Data Source: The United States Election Project, Michael P. McDonald, Phd, University of Florida Department of Political Science 12



Electoral College Makes It Easy to Cheat

ELECTORAL COLLEGE DIRECT POPULAR VOTE

 The Electoral College makes * Increases election security by

our Presidential elections more making it harder to influence
vulnerable to manipulation the outcome.

and even outright fraud.

# Votes To Overturn
Biden Trum Popular Electoral
p Election Election
Votes 306 232 - 38 :

Popular ‘\
Votes 81,268,924 74,216,154 3,526,386 42,918 el T

WY )

Data Source: Federal Election Commission 13
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Myth Busters!

Common Arguments for the Electoral College
Fail the Fact Test
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Data Source: Federal Elections Commission Report, 2012

Electoral College Myth #1

MYTH FACT

« Without the Electoral College, * Votes from MOST or ALL
our Presidents would be states would be needed to win
chosen by a few big states, like the Presidency by a direct
California and New York popular vote.

2012 Popular Votes for Barack Obama

63.4 M Votes Needed to Win Popular Vote ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ | | | |

Votes from 39 States Needed
I I I to Win Popular Vote

CA NY FL TX IL PA OH MI NC NJ VA MAGAWAMDWYMNCOMO IN AZOR TN CT SC IA LA AL KY MS NV OKKS NMMEARNH HI NE RI DCWV UTDE WI ID MT VT SD ND AK




Electoral College Myth #2

MYTH FACT
« Without the Electoral College,  * There aren’t enough people living
our Presidents would be in New York City, Los Angeles
chosen by a few big cities, like and Chicago — or even in the 50
New York, Los Angeles, and biggest cities — to choose the
Chicago. President on their own.
Ten (10) Rural Fifty (50)
New York, Los Biggest Cities 14% Biggest Cities
Angeles, 8% 15%
Chicago,
5% Small
Everyone else Everyone else e
95% 92% towns/suburbs

71%

WY o

Data Source: US Census 2020 16



Electoral College Myth #3

MYTH FACT

« Abolishing the Electoral  The Electoral College can hurt
College will only benefit both Democratic and
candidates from the Republican candidates. This is
Democratic Party a non-partisan issue.

W
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Map source: www.270towin.com, used with permission



http://www.270towin.com

Electoral College Myth #4

MYTH FACT

* The Electoral College will  US Constitution has been
never be abolished because it amended 27 times, often during
requires an amendment to the times of crisis and conflict. Six
US Constitution. amendments changed how we

elect our President

27 Amendments to US Constitution
Changed How We Elect Presidents

M 1776 1801 1826 1851 1876 1901 1926 1951 1976 2001 18
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What Needs to Be Done?

Our Goal and How to Get There
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Goal: A Constitutional Amendment

Abolishing the Electoral College requires an amendment
to the US Constitution.

Proposal Ratification

 2/3 vote US Senate * By 34 of state
» 2/3 vote US House legislatures (38 states)

Note: A Constitutional Convention is not required and is
not supported by the League of Women Voters.

w 20
Capitol image: https://pixabay.com/vectors/us-capitol-washington-dc-1533368,

Map image: https://pixabay.com/vectors/maps-country-america-states-land-812736,



https://pixabay.com/vectors/us-capitol-washington-dc-1533368/
https://pixabay.com/vectors/maps-country-america-states-land-812736/

Actions in US House and Senate

1968 — 1970

« 81% of Americans supported abolishing Electoral College (source:
Gallup poll)

« US House of Representatives voted 338 to 70 to abolish the
Electoral College in favor of a direct popular vote

* Bill died in Senate when filibustered by Southern Democrats

2019 — present
e Bills introduced in both House & Senate

* No vote as yet

WL .



Goal: National Popular Vote
Interstate Compact

National Popular V‘te!

Iy



National Popular Vote (NPV)
Interstate Compact

Would guarantee
Presidency to the
candidate who
receives the most
popular votes across
all 50 states and
the District of
Columbia

W




Q: Is the current way the
President and Vice President are
elected required by the US
Constitution?

A: Itis NOT!




What is an Interstate Compact?

An interstate compact is  Examples of Interstate

Compacts
a formal contract or
1. Border compacts, agreements between
ag reement betwee N states regarding the establishment of
. . boundaries of the states
States’ simi la r tO d treaty’ 2.Advisory compacts, agreements to create
th at eSta b | |Sh es g |ega | commissions to study a problem or issue

relevant to both states

re l at 1ons h | p fO r 3.Regulatory compacts, agreements to
addressi ng s hared create agencies to create rules and

regulations binding to the states
problems or promoting
common goals.

Virginiais in at least 49 Interstate Compacts

LWy .



National Popular Vote Interstate
Compact

» Activation happens when
signing states total 270
electoral votes

* NPV plan awards all of a
state’s electoral votes to the

, , Majority of 538 votes
winner of the national
popular vote from all 50 ]
states + DC I
270 TO WIN

W



Status of NPV by State (2024)

Total Electoral Votes in states
that have passed NPV: 209

270 needed to elect President

[] Green indicates that the National Popular Vote bill has been enacted into law
[] orange indicates passage by one legislative chamber

[ ] Yellow indicates passage by both legislative chambers

[] Blue indicates a hearing by at least one legislative committee

[ ] Gray indicates bill introduced, but no hearing

61 more Electoral Votes
needed to activate NPV

27

Map: Courtesy of National Popular Vote, Inc. (www.nationalpopularvote.com) o7



http://www.nationalpopularvote.com/

What has happened in Virginia?

Delegate Dan On November 11-12, 2020, 983 Virginia voters were asked:
Helmer introduce
d the National “How do you think we should elect the President? Do you
Popular Vote bill think it should it be the candidate who gets the most
as chief patron votes in all 50 states, or do you think it should be the
(status of current electoral college system?”

HB375). It was
continued to the | The poll was conducted by Public Policy Polling and the

next session results were as follows:
where it was
dropped. * By political party, 61% of Virginia voters, including 73%
of Democrats, 57% of Independents, and 50% of
This was not the first Republicans favor a national popular vote for President

time a NPV bill was
introduced.



https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB375
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB375

Current System: Winner Takes All

Battleground States Determine Who Becomes
President

- Campaigns woo battleground states

» Campaigns ignore 70% of US voters

W



Current System: — LY
b= u,Num‘l)

Winner Takes |
All mmnu - )

lgnores Most States

* In 2016, almost all
campaign events (94%)
were in the 12 states where
Trump’s support was
between 43% and 51%.

 Two-thirds of the events

(273 of 399) were in just ° o \
six states (OH, FL, VA, NC, e \ T {
PA, MI) ‘ '

l‘u Map: Courtesy of National Popular Vote, Inc. (www.nationalpopularvote.com)
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http://www.nationalpopularvote.com/

Summary: National Popular Vote
Plan

* Guarantees candidates with the most popular votes
nationwide wins

 Gives every vote equal value
» Ensures all states are competitive
« Honors the will of the people

* Works within Electoral College, preserving the
tradition

* Does not require a constitutional amendment

W
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